
“Traveling Wanderer”
How a Traveling Wanderer Changed a Life and Inspired a Community

Once upon a time, not so very long ago, there lived a traveling wanderer, poor in material 
wealth, but rich in wisdom and compassion for others. As was his custom, when he saw 
someone in need, he would ask how he might be of assistance to them. On one occasion, while
walking along a dirt road, he noticed a destitute man in poverty, just lying on the ground on the
side of the road, as if dead or asleep, and asked him, “How might I be of assistance to you?”.

The man replied, “You help me! By the looks of it, you can not even help yourself. Why do 
you want to help me?” 

The wanderer replied, “Expressing gratitude and kindness through genuine communication, is 
a priceless gift, that can foster strong relationships; and bring happiness and fulfillment to our 
lives."

The wanderer sat down next to the man and listened to his story. The man had lost his job, his 
family, and his home. He was all alone and had no hope for the future. The wanderer listened 
with empathy and shared his own stories of hardship and how he overcame them. He told the 
man that he had the power to change his life and that he could start by helping others. The man
was skeptical at first, but the wanderer's words resonated with him. The wanderer helped the 



man find a job and a place to live. He also introduced him to other people in the community 
who needed help. The man started to feel a sense of purpose and belonging. He began to help 
others in need, just as the wanderer had helped him. He found joy in giving back and making a 
difference, for the better, in the lives of others. The wanderer continued to visit the man and 
check on his progress. He encouraged him to keep helping others and to never give up hope. 
The man became happy and content with his life. He was no longer destitute, poor, and all 
alone. He had found a new family in the community and a new purpose in life. 

The destitute man in the story found joy, contentment, and meaning in life by helping others, 
even though he had nothing to give but compassion, empathy and treating others with kindness.
The story shows that helping others can bring joy and fulfillment to our lives, as the destitute 
man found a sense of purpose and belonging by helping others in need. This story also 
highlights the power of compassion and empathy, as demonstrated by the traveling wanderer, 
who helped the destitute man find happiness and contentment.  Furthermore,  the story teaches 
us the importance of showing kindness and empathy towards others, especially those in need.  
And, this story demonstrates the transformative power of hope, as the destitute man's life was 
transformed by the hope and encouragement provided by the traveling wanderer.  Also, the 
story emphasizes the value of community and building strong relationships, which can help us 
find a sense of belonging and purpose in life.  

In conclusion, the traveling wanderer, with his wisdom and compassion, helped a man in 
mental anguish, destitute, poor, and all alone, to find happiness and contentment. The man he 
helped also began helping others, just as the wanderer had helped him. The story teaches us the
power of kindness, empathy, and the importance of helping others in need.  

The End.

Audio on the “Oportuno” Podcast Channel:
https://pnc.st/s/oportuno/b4b6b331/047-storytime-traveling-wanderer-

Video of This Story on the “Oportuno Podcast” YouTube Channel:
https://youtu.be/A3WQUd0TErY?si=ODSfd6-VJVamjXHq

Link to this PDF:
https://oportuno.org/files/047_The_Story_of_the_Traveling_Wanderer.pdf
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